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the best choice for you based on solid



 
A former client of mine eventually admitted to going through close to half a dozen dogs 





more than one evaluation and how do the results compare?   Formal evaluations are 
often done in more controlled environments than an owner will face ͞ƌĞĂů�ǁŽƌůĚ͘͟��If a 
dog is giving con





you can see the dog with a cat.  Ask the fosterer to take the dog for a walk with you.  
How does the dog behave and what excuses does the fostering family make?  Ask what 
work has been or is being done with the dog.  Ask it to be demonstrated and how do 
you feel?  Is the 



As I edit this, I completed work with a doŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�͞ĐŽƵƌƚĞƐǇ�ůŝƐƚŝŶŐ͟�ƌĞƐĐƵĞ͘��dŚĞ�ƌĞƐĐƵĞ�
was part of a regional breed club.  Adopters go through a home check and fill out an 
adoption form.  However, there is no provision for a dog to be returned to the rescue as 



who had never been out of his backyard.  He was dumped when he got too old.  This 
wonderful couple gave him a second chance.  Well this dog was a fast learner and one of 
my all-time favorite clients.  



5. Ask to see all paperwork for the dog prior to adoption.  Check out the surrender 
form, any evaluations, medical concerns, 



SADIE:  Sadie was a suspected case of the owner lying on surrender documents.  Since 
she was an owner-surrender at a public shelter, she immediately went on the adoption 
floor.  The shelter is smaller and just does not have the capacity to house dogs long term 



MONTY:  




